Social Host law and other ALCOHOL related laws 
The “Social Host” ordinance has been supported by the city councils in San Diego County, the County Board of Supervisors, school boards, and law enforcement. This law holds any adult (a parent or anyone over the age of 18) liable for knowingly providing alcohol to minors in their home or in/on premises under their control, or allowing it to be provided. 

The intent of the law is to crack down on underage “house parties” which result in unlawful and dangerous behavior and an inevitable visit by law enforcement.  The law does not apply to one’s own children or to any religious celebration.  

Violators will be charged with a misdemeanor, which carries a fine of $1000, and/or 6 months in jail.  The responsible adult may be mandated to pay all costs associated with law enforcement’s visit to their home or premises.  More serious penalties will apply if a minor is injured or injures someone else as a result of this alcohol consumption. 

The legal age for drinking alcohol in California is 21.  Providing alcoholic beverages to anyone under that age is prohibited.  Individuals under the age of 21 are prohibited from being in bars or other establishments where liquor is being served. The law makes it illegal to possess false identification or use a fake I.D. to purchase (or attempt to purchase) alcohol or to enter an establishment where alcohol is being served. 
In addition, young people between the ages of 13 and 21 who violate the law may have their driver’s licenses suspended, revoked or delayed for up to one year for each offense related to the possession, consumption or purchase of alcohol. This is true even if the offense does not involve an automobile. Also, for their first offense, young people may be asked to pay up to $250 in fines or perform community service. A young person convicted of a second or subsequent offense will be fined up to $500 or required to perform more community service. 
Alcohol and cars: It is illegal for anyone under the age of 21 to drive a vehicle if he or she has a blood-alcohol concentration (BAC) of 0.01 percent or more. If your child is convicted of DUI and is under 18, his or her license will be revoked until he or she reaches the age of 18, or for one year, or for even longer if he or she has committed prior offenses. 
In most cases, a minor convicted of DUI also would be required to participate in an alcohol education or community service program. If the individual is over 18, he or she would be required to pay the cost of attending this program; otherwise, the expense would be charged to the minor’s parents. If your child fails to complete a court-ordered alcohol education or community service program, a court might revoke or suspend his or her driver’s license. And if the minor does not yet have a license, he or she would be delayed in receiving one. These sanctions would remain in effect until the minor completes the court-ordered program or reaches age 21. 
Finally, anyone who has a driver’s license suspended or revoked will likely have his or her car insurance canceled. And a DUI conviction disqualifies an individual from receiving a “Good Driver Discount” insurance policy for the next 10 years.
When stopped for a suspected DUI, the police officer may administer a breath, blood or urine test to determine the driver’s blood-alcohol level. When stopped the driver may not refuse to take this test without facing serious penalties. Those who do not submit to a BAC test could be fined or imprisoned and could have their driver’s license suspended or revoked for a period of one to three years.  And even if a breath, blood or urine test is not performed, a young person could still be convicted of driving under the influence (DUI). A chemical test is not required for a conviction if the judge or jury concludes that the person under the age of 21 did consume an alcoholic beverage and was driving a vehicle. 
In California, it is unlawful for anyone—driver or passenger—to possess an open container of alcohol in an automobile. Possession of an open container of alcohol inside a car could lead to $1,000 in fines and six months in jail. A minor’s license can be suspended or delayed for a year in such circumstances. 

Laws related to driving, alcohol and minors are particularly strict. It is illegal to carry a closed container of alcohol in a vehicle if anyone in the car—driver or passenger—is under 21 unless the person is accompanied by a parent, legal guardian or other responsible adult designated by the parent or guardian. If the car’s registered owner (whether he or she is driving or simply a passenger) illegally possesses an alcoholic beverage, the vehicle can be impounded for up to 30 days. An exception to this law would apply if the minor works for a licensee of the Alcoholic Beverage Control Act and is transporting alcohol during normal business hours. 
